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ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6E
PO Box 93020 Brentwood Station, Washington, DC 20090
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September 20, 2021

A. Wasim Raja
Associate Director
Traffic Engineering and Safety Division
District Department of Transportation
55 M Street SE, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20003

RE: Support for Traffic Signal Installation at the Intersection of New Jersey Avenue and O Street NW (NOI 21-197-TESD)

Dear Associate Director Raja:

On September 7, 2021, at the duly noticed and regularly scheduled meeting of the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6E (“ANC 6E” or “Commission”) and with a quorum of 6 out of 7 Commissioners and the public present, ANC 6E approved the following resolution by a vote of 6 in favor, 0 against, and 0 abstentions:

WHEREAS, the Duties and Responsibilities of the Advisory Neighborhood Commission Act of 1975 grants ANC 6E the responsibility to advise the Council of the District of Columbia, the Mayor, and each executive agency and all independent agencies, boards, and commissions of the government of the District of Columbia with respect to all matters of District government policy, including decisions regarding planning, streets, recreation, social services programs, education, health, safety, and sanitation which affect the ANC 6E area;[footnoteRef:1] [1:  D.C. Law 1-21; D.C. Official Code § 1-309.01 et seq.] 


WHEREAS, the intersection of New Jersey Avenue NW and O Street NW lies on the eastern boundary of ANC 6E in Single Member Districts 6E02 and 6E04;

WHEREAS, DDOT issued a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) on August 2, 2021 proposing the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of New Jersey Avenue NW and O Street NW (NOI 21-197-TESD);

WHEREAS, the intersection of New Jersey Avenue NW and O Street NW is adjacent to Dunbar High School, Friendship Public Charter School, and the Park at New Jersey Avenue and O Street NW. The concentration of school and park facilities adjacent to the intersection warrants greater need for traffic calming and pedestrian safety improvements;

WHEREAS, the Park at New Jersey Avenue and O Street NW is scheduled for renovation in fall 2021 and the newly renovated park will attract additional pedestrian traffic to this intersection, including children;

WHEREAS, neighbors at this intersection have complained for years about drivers speeding down New Jersey Avenue NW through the unsignalized intersection with O Street NW, especially during off-peak periods. Crashes at this intersection are common and have resulted in injury to road users and property damage for residents adjacent to this intersection;[footnoteRef:2] [2:  NBC4 recently broadcast a segment about crashes at this intersection: https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/transportation/residents-complain-of-dangerous-northwest-intersection-ddot-responds/2661522/.] 


WHEREAS, on May 7, 2021, DDOT issued an NOI for this intersection that recommended several interventions to improve traffic safety at this intersection (NOI-21-139), but did not recommend a traffic signal;

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2021, ANC 6E responded to DDOT NOI-21-139 with a letter of conditional support in which ANC 6E requesting that DDOT revisit the interventions after a period of time to evaluate their effectiveness and consider installation of a traffic signal with a leading pedestrian interval at this intersection;[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c2VHwcQwOQk4ScfR7E2RPa15_RpVinqJ/view?usp=sharing] 


WHEREAS, well-timed traffic control signals are effective at maintaining safe vehicular travel speeds and can adjusted for peak and off-peak timing to prevent speeding during periods of variable traffic volume;[footnoteRef:4] [4: https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersection-design-elements/traffic-signals/signalization-principles/] 


WHEREAS, traffic control signals promote pedestrian safety by providing a dedicated signal phase. A leading pedestrian interval can further enhance pedestrian safety by giving pedestrians a head start through the intersection in advance of motorized traffic;



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 6E supports the NOI 21-197-TESD for traffic signal installation at the intersection of New Jersey Avenue and O Street NW.

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION,

Respectfully submitted,
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Rachelle Nigro,
Chair

CC:	Director Everett Lott, DDOT
Andrew DeFrank, Ward 6 Community Engagement Specialist, DDOT
Charles Allen, Ward 6 Councilmember
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